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In the USSR the military doctor has more privileges and receives more material
gain than does a civilian doctor.

] Although the situation may now be different, prior to World War II an applicant
for a military doctor had to pass a very exacting political examination. If
this was passed, the applicant served ome year on & probationary basis. If
his conduct was satisfactory, he was then given a second class type, officer
rating; second class as compared to artillery, infantry, etc.

As an army officer, a military doctor received special ration and purchasing
permits. He lived better. The disadvantage of being a military doctor was
in moving about a great deal.

A civilian doctor was materially very poor. He wes paid monthly by the
Government, the amount being 350 rubles. Each five years he received a 50
ruble promotion. He received no special privileges. .

A private practice was not permitted. A few well known and highly specialized
doctors and some who were Party members vere allowed to have small private
" practices.

4 zivilian doctor must go wherever ordersd by the Ministry of Health for five
years. Refusal meant lose of ocne's diploma. However, if one krew certain
people in the Ministry of Health it was not too difficult to get a good
assigument.
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As 1is usual in the USSR, doctors who are Perty members receive the best in pri-
vileges, assignments, etc. However, only a small percentage of doctors are Party i
membexs. . 1

50X1-HUM

There are two classes of dentists in the USSR: (a.) Those with two years of traini.ng
end, (b) those with five years of training.

A class (a) dentist was more like a nurse , £illing end pulling teeth in addition

to regular treatment. They received from 240 to 250 rubles a month. The class

(b) dentist had a complete training in all advanced dentistry, orel surgery and

mouth hygiene. Their pay was the same as a doctor. However, doctors and dentists,
although paid Government employees, were not considered to be in the same o
status. A doctor was felt to be more important and was more respected. Neither,
however, received any privileges over tha other. ) )

As among doctors, the percentage ‘of dentists who were Party members was small.

All members of the medical profession received the same five year political training

in achool. | |class at the University totaled about 400. This was broken down 50X1-HUM
into small cells for better indoctrination and observation.. There was no

spacial training for doctors.

i one is examined peliticaliy, one gives the answers expected, even though one {
migw think differently. To do otherwise meant professional suicide es well as

\ a possible prison sentence, However, it'is possible to pass the examinatioa without

being overly active politically.

The ave . ve work day for a doctor is seven hours, which comprised a "shift". There
wa. no luach hour. Most doctofs would work two and even three "shifts" to.make
morc money. 3Scme even took additional jobs outside of the clinic.

5

The average person becomes a doctor because of a personal interest in medicine and
its counterparts

Usually, the person who wants to become a doctor is serious minded and has a desire
to serve humanity. Anyone who can pass the examinations can become a doctor if he
is acceptable politically.

Tnere are certainly very few rewards and no financial gainsin being a doctor in
the USSR.

JW in SCNOOL 1n Georgia no persons; 88 & Class, were exciwded ficam We
cal profession. Nnst of the students at the University were Georglans.
From sbout 1930 ox iz Goorgls, studsnt spplicants were not beoing ashed if thsir

parents were Kulaks oy of the aristocracy. However, if one were informed on,
&nd it was deteminedthn.t theremaqmationutoone-b&ckmmd one was
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excluded.

Rels” ves of political prisoners were usually excluded completely. If there was

apy question of one's political background or activity one was excluded. 50X1-HUM

Doctors in the USSR sz{—‘ human, as is everyone else. They would
basicalliy like financial gain and freedom from the Soviet restrictione. Next,
however, although trained to serve the Goverrment only, they have a deep feeling
to serve mankind. Probably appeels to doetors for cooperation as & whole, however,
wowld best be made on the basis of freedom to practice as they see fit, free

from Government interference. Propagsnds based on the Hippocratic oath could not,

fail.

In Georgia, doctors as well as others, have s deep rooted feeling of independence
and freedom. Appeals for coopevation on the basis of these would be very effective

in that area.

A ioctor in the USSR has no fresdom to practice as he sees fit. He is under stesdy
control. His movements and activities are always under scrutiny. He is dis-
trusted by the bosses and political leaders. For example, if a doctor gives a
certificate permitting a patient to be absent from work he is celled upon time

and again to explain why. His diagnocgs ave questioned by officials who have

no medical knowledge.

Again, if a dcctor is parforming surgery, & Government official will observe,
interfere and criticize. '

A doctor can never get all of the supplies and equipment he wants and needs. He
tekes vhat is sent to him. His complaints are either ignored or regarded with
suspicion. They can lesd to arrest. HKe therefore learns to accept the

situation., He does not accept it philosophically but rather covers his resentment
for his ‘own safety.

The average doctor wants very much to improve his services. He is limited, however,
and has little opportunity to do so. There is little or no exchange of ideas
except in the larger cities. Some very good publications are put out from time

to time by the Ministry of Health but in the small towns and villages it is hard

to take advantage of new methods and equipment because of local interference by
ignorant bosses.
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doctors fram countries that are now Soviet SatelliteJ .
re d Soviet medicine es equal to their own. |

doctora from the Satellite countriec are now controlled as
in the Soviet YUnicn, both politically and procfessicpaliy. However, being nationals
of former independent countries| |they retain their feeling
of independence and deeply resent the Soviet systam. '
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